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MOWER
SAFETY TIPS

{There is an old saving that goes along with this par-
ticular time of the year, “He who carelessly his front
yard mows, can rapidly come up short on toes.”)

he point being. It's that time again—you can
A almost hear the grass growing, it's sprouting so
fast. So, it would appear that a few safety tips on the

operation of power lawn mowers are in order. No com-

puter statistics are available to list the number of
mower accidents that occur each year, but it goes
without saying that folks do get hurt doing yard
work. The following information, if used, can help
prevent such occurrences:

22

» [nspect the area to be mowed before beginning.
Clear the grass of stones, wire, glass and other debris
which may become missile hazards.

= Keep small children, pets, your feet and
hands clear of the mower’s moving parts when
starting.

» Wear shoes of some sort—preferably safety shoes.
NEVER operate a power mower when barefooted.

¢ Keep in step with the mower. If you lag or let it
pull you, you won’t have full control over the
machine.

» Always be sure of your footing on inclines. The
steeper the slope, the more care i8 required—espe-
cially if the grass is damp. Don’t pull the mower
towards you down an incline, mow across the slope.

» Excessive cuiting speed of the mower blade is
dangerous—don't overspeed the engine by tampering
with the governor,

» Never permit smal] children to operate a power
mower. They may-be smart enough, but they lack the
physical strength necessary to handle the machine.

e Learn to disengage the clutch or stop the motor
quickly in an emergency. Always secure the motor
when finished.

» When grass is wet or it's raining, do not use an
electric power mower. Also make sure an electric
mower has its frame grounded through the cord.

» Disconnect the spark plug wire on the mower
whenever working on it or unclogging the blades.

+ Don’t refuel a mower when the engine is hot.
Also allow the mower to cool before storing it and
ensure that it is stored in a well-ventilated area.

These guidelines will insure you of two things; a
nicer looking lawn; and, the right number of fingers
and toes. Give 'em a thought.
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[ CLASS A MISHAPS
AIRCREW FATALITIES

+ IN THE ENVELOPE EJECTIONS

{ OUT OF ENVELOPE EJECTIONS

» (SUCCESSFUL/UNSUCCESSFUL; CLASS A M‘SHAP COMPAR'SON RA.I-E

ATIVE RATE BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100.000 HOURS FLYING TIME)
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